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Gaza Blockade: More than two months
without lifesaving supplies, stocks near
depletion

May 7, 2025 — It has been more than two months since the Israeli government closed off all
of Gaza’s border crossings, blocking the entry of lifesaving aid supplies and commercial
goods. Stocks of food are running out, causing the prices of goods to increase by at least 400
percent and further deepening the humanitarian crisis and starvation across Gaza.

All bakeries supported by the World Food Programme (WEP) were closed more than a month
ago, and the organization’s food stocks for families in Gaza are now entirely depleted.

“Everyone in Gaza, including our own staff, are facing the same conditions and the same
uncertainty of what tomorrow holds,” said Jolien Veldwijk, CARE Palestine (West Bank and
Gaza) Country Director. “Everyone with no exception, is now forced to ration their
remaining food stocks, surviving on as little as a loaf bread and a small meal of beans.
Pregnant women and children are arriving weak and emaciated at our clinic. We’re seeing
rising rates of malnutrition, and heartbreaking images of children queuing up at soup
kitchens. Flour, a staple on which everyone depends for survival, is increasingly hard to
come by, and many people are now consuming spoiled flour.”

CARE has large stocks of medical supplies, hygiene and dignity kits, tents, food and women’s
clothes stuck outside the borders in warehouses in Egypt, Jordan and the West Bank. CARE’s
primary healthcare center in Deir Al-Balah, which receives hundreds of patients seeking
urgent medical care daily, has less than a month’s worth of medical supplies to treat chronic
illnesses, infections and medical emergencies.

“Our CARE teamns in Gaza are currently focused on continuing to offer primary healthcare
services at our clinic in Deir Al-Balah, as well as providing water trucking to displaced
communities in need,” said Veldwijk. “Once our pre-positioned supplies are depleted, we will
have to start rationing even further to ensure we can prolong service delivery as much as
possible. We will not close the doors of our primary healthcare center, but our range of
services will be increasingly limited.”
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humanitarians to respond at scale.

For media inquiries, email: usa.media@care.org or Sulafah Al-Shami, Regional
Communications Advisor, email: sulafah.al-shami@care.org

Related Stories
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Democratic Republic of Congo: CARE Chief Humanitarian Officer on
humanitarian crisis and peace efforts
May 5, 2025

Millions have been displaced by decades of long simmering conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
Countless families have been torn apart, and too many lives have been uprooted.

Read More
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One month after earthquake, Myanmar’s most vulnerable struggle to recover as
monsoon season approaches

April 28, 2025

One month after a devastating 7.7-magnitude earthquake struck Myanmar, the humanitarian needs remain unmet,
and women and girls remain among those most at risk. Nearly 3,700 people have died, 4,800 are injured, and
hundreds are still missing.

Read More
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Ukraine: CARE statement on the latest wave of attacks
April 24,2025

Less than 24 hours after a deadly strike on a civilian bus, which killed at least 10 people and injured more than 40,
Ukraine has endured another large attack impacting civilians.

Read More
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Text CARE to 227387 to stay connected.
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90% of all our expenses go to program services.
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Learn more

If you need assistance with your donation, please call us at 1-800-422-7385 or contact us through our supporter
services online form.

CARE is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Our EIN number is 13-1685039. © 2025 CARE. All rights reserved.
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Humanitarian work can't stop. X
CARE impacts millions of lives around the world through

critical healthcare, nutritious food, clean water, and

protection from violence against women and girls. The people

we help can’t wait. Support CARE to continue the emergency

assistance and aid for women and families every day.
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